
September 2021

Hello GMS Families,

This is important information for all parents/guardians regarding student drop-off and pick-up at Goulbourn
Middle School.  We thank you in advance for reading it through thoroughly and doing your part to ensure the
safety of all GMS students.

We are asking that all GMS students, whenever possible, take the yellow school bus to and from
school.  All of our students are eligible for school bus transportation due to the uniqueness of our location.
Huntley is a busy road without sidewalks and vehicles are often going 70 km/h near the school.  With
approximately 460 students registered this year and 27 school transportation vehicles (13 yellow school buses
and 14 vans) scheduled to drop off and pick up both morning and night, traffic congestion is problematic even
without individual cars.  OSTA driver shortages will also impact students' transportation to and from school and
result in a greater volume of parent/guardians driving students to and from school when buses are cancelled.
All families should check the OSTA website for bus cancellation updates; go to
http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/parents/ then check the posted lists for our board OCDSB to confirm the
route’s status. Cancellation lists are updated daily.

As you can imagine, in our small lot, this number of vehicles poses some significant concerns for the safety of
our students.   A significant amount of time was spent consulting with the transportation authority, OSTA, our
OCDSB facilities team and our Superintendent of Instruction last year to come up with a plan and we have fine
tuned it slightly in an attempt to smooth out some of the bumps. This plan is multi-faceted and we ask that you
read the information below carefully.

Morning Drop Off:

Priority access to the school lot will be given to the yellow school buses and vans.  In the morning, buses will
pull into the parking lot, directly into designated bus lanes of which they are already aware. Students will wait
on the bus until a staff member indicates it is safe for them to get off.  Once off the bus, students will be
directed to their respective class lineups, following our expectation that they respect physical distancing,
where they will wait until the bell rings.

If you must drop off your child, please do not arrive before 7:50 AM. Most of our buses have completed the
runs here by then and once they have exited the lot, parent/guardian vehicles will then be given access to the
drop-off area.  Staff will be outside managing the flow of traffic in the parent drop-off lane; the drop-off lane is
the marked yellow lane that loops through the lot. We are asking that everyone ONLY USE THIS LANE for
morning drop-off. Do not drive to any other area of our parking lot to drop off your child and DO NOT drop your
child off on Huntley Road.

● Drive to the front of the drop-off zone before letting your child get out of the car.  DO NOT let your
child out of the vehicle before reaching the drop-off zone. Staff will indicate when it is safe for
students to exit the vehicle.

http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/parents/
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/x40IRKvMjWrdELJGsGu4sw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjGdl0P0RJaHR0cDovL3d3dy5vdHRhd2FzY2hvb2xidXMuY2Evcm91dGUtY2FuY2VsbGF0aW9ucy1mb3Itb2Nkc2Itc2Nob29scy0yMDIxL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYTD0pThh07mSvVIZZWxpemFiZXRoLnJhaW5lckBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~


● It is imperative that you wait until a staff member signals that it is safe for you to pull out and
drive away. We appreciate your strict compliance with this request and your understanding that our
staff managing the flow of traffic is also managing the movement of buses, vans and students within
this timeframe.

There is NO left turn allowed back onto Huntley Road between 7 am and 9 am.  All vehicles must turn right out
of the school lot.

Afternoon Pickup:

This is where things get complicated and we will need everyone’s cooperation to make this work.

Students on the bus:

● Buses will begin loading at 2:15 PM. Students will be called out bus by bus.
● Buses will roll out of the schoolyard by 2:35 PM.

Students being picked up by parents:

For those parents/guardians who need to pick up students at the end of the day, you may BEGIN arriving to
pick up your children at 2:25 PM.  Again, priority loading will be given to the buses and vans so please do not
arrive before then or you will have to wait on Huntley Rd.  Staff will indicate when you can enter the parking lot.

● Once the buses and vans have left, parent/guardian vehicles will be given access to the lot and are
to pull into the same lane they used in the morning. The name of the child(ren) (first and last) being
picked up should be displayed on the dashboard so that staff may call on the megaphone for the
student in question who will be waiting on the side field to access the area.

● Staff will indicate when it is safe for the student to walk to the car and get in.
● Parents will wait until staff signal it is safe to drive away.  Our goal is to have all students picked up by

2:40 PM.

If you need to pick your child up for an appointment before the end of the school day, we ask that you do so
before 1:50 PM so as to not block the bus and van access for dismissal.

There is NO left turn allowed back onto Huntley Road between 2 PM and 4 PM.  All vehicles must turn right out
of the school lot.

This plan involves students beginning to get ready to go home before our regularly scheduled dismissal time.
We have tried to come up with a plan that does not require us to stagger the dismissal, but it was just not
possible to do it while maintaining bus schedules (after their GMS route, the drivers then complete a second
and sometimes third route for another school) and ensuring adequate supervision of students. We hope to be
able to minimize this interruption to instructional time as much as we can. As we streamline our plans, we
should be able to cut down on the time needed to get everyone safely on their way.

OSTA sent out information to families about potential disruptions to services last week, including the recent
announcement that route V60 is temporarily cancelled due to the driver shortage, and families whose
children usually take that bus will need to make alternative arrangements to get them to and from school.

We thank you in advance for your patience and your help in ensuring the safety of all of our GMS students.

Elizabeth Rainer

GMS Principal


